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Welcome to the XTRAX / Freedom Festival International Showcase 2018 

31 August – 2 September  
 
 

This is the first time that XTRAX has collaborated with the Freedom Festival on a showcase, and we are 

delighted to be working with this unique festival, that places debates and discussions about freedom 

alongside a rich programme of UK and international outdoor arts and music.  

We are delighted to welcome delegates from across Europe and beyond, and we hope you will enjoy the 

programme of activities that run alongside the festival programme, with opportunities to share 

information, discover new projects in development and make new contacts. 

At a time of political uncertainty, and as UK arts organisations wait anxiously to find out how the UK’s 

decision to leave the European Union will affect their work, we especially value our continued relationship 

with international colleagues.  

We hope you will enjoy the vibrant international atmosphere of this showcase, and that you will make 

connections here that will thrive in years to come.  

We are grateful to Mikey Martins, Jenny Coombes and the team at Freedom Festival for inviting us to 

collaborate on this event, and to Arts Council England for its ongoing financial and strategic support of 

our showcase activity. We look forward to meeting you during the weekend. 

Maggie Clarke Director of XTRAX, on behalf of all the XTRAX team. 

The XTRAX team at the XTRAX / Freedom Festival International Showcase: 

 

Matthew James Belfield – Communications Manager 

Elena Cavallero – Events and Marketing Officer  

Maggie Clarke – Director 

Irene Segura – Project Manager  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.xtrax.org.uk | www.freedomfestival.co.uk 
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Jelle de Bruijn - Director 
Amersfoort, Netherlands 
T: +31 6 24661298 
E: info@actic.nl 
W: actic.nl 
 
Actic develops humoristic and absurd acts and installations for festivals and events.  
 
Urban Safari 
Join the Urban Safari! Together with two wildrangers, you’ll explore the flora and fauna of the urban 
wildlife park and you’ll meet a wide range of animals with their own unique traits and habits. Through the 
binoculars Urban Safari hands out, you’ll see your environment with whole new eyes. Observe the species 
known as mankind in its natural habitat. A unique opportunity to encounter and study the urban wildlife. 
The city will be Urban Safari’s playground.  
 
Running time: 30’  
Art forms: Comedy, Strolling / Walkabout 
Performing Area: Walkabout 
People on the road: 3  
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English   

Asilys Deymar – Administration and Communication  
Le Pré Saint Gervais, FR  
Maison des Associations du Pré Saint Gervais 
3 Place Anatole France, 93310 
T: +33 (0)6 81 39 50 92 
E: asilys@adhok.org 
W: adhok.org 
 
The company is born in 2012 from the union of two artists, Doriane Moretus and Patrick Dordoigne out of a 
joint desire to develop another language, a new form of writing in public space. Their shared infuences 
from over twenty-five years of working on developing street arts have enriched their collaboration. They 
are now working with 17 comedians, 6 techniciana and 2 administrators and created in 2016 a new 
project : Immortels, about youth nowadays and rejuvenation. 
 
In 2016, "Immortels" was produced around the question of what it means to be young today. This dance-
theatre project exploring this period between childhood and adulthood in a poetical and tactful way, 
involving young performers in the creative process, has also led to two new forms with "Le Nid" and 
"L'envol". With an age gap of around 50 years, two generations bare all and risk revealing themselves in 
the street. Itinerant dance and theatre show for all audiences that depicts the first steps of young people 
in the vast world out there. 
Running time: 40’  
Art forms: Itinerant dance, Theatre  
Performing Area: The show takes place over a distance of about 300 meters, in varying locations 
People on the road: 14 
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English or French  
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Liz Dees – Director  
Hull, UK  
Scrapstore Studios, Dairycoates Avenue, HU3 5DB  
T: +44 (0)7981 834241 
E: apusproductions@yahoo.co.uk 
W: www.apusproductions.co.uk 
 
Apus Productions creates and tours high quality roving street theatre, and  has been touring acts 
nationally and internationally since 2007. 
 
The Cure, Act 2 - “Klankophoneum” 
Meet the klankophonists, and step into a street theatre world of, apothecary, old wives’ remedies, snake oil 
salesmen, and the ultimate noise making machine to cure everything – The Klankophoneum! 
 
Running time: 30-45’ 
Art forms: Street theatre  
Performing Area: 10 m diameter   
People on the road: 4-5 
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English  

Bill Palmer – Artistic Director   
Burnley, UK  
Hill House, Trapp Lane, Simonstone, Lancashire, BB12 7QW  
T: +44 (0) 1282778314 
E: bill@avantidisplay.co.uk 
W: avantidisplay.co.uk 
 
Sitting comfortably on the fence between art and entertainment, Avanti shows range in scale from epic 
to miniature, we make work that is accessible, surprising and comic. 
 
Full Circle 
A series of actions intrigues the audience; each action draws them into the evolving performance. They 
are asked to understand and help. They become more than a group of strangers watching a show; they 
become complicit in it and ultimately have to decide how things will end. 
As well as signifying the performance is in the round, Full Circle is also a reference to Avanti re-visiting 
where we began, creating a low-tech circle show. 
 
Running time: 40’ 
Art forms: Theatre  
Performing Area: 9 m diameter  
People on the road: 2 
Written / Spoken Text: None 
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Becky Atkinson– Company Co-ordinator 
Manchester, UK  
Former Varna Street Primary School, Varna Street, Openshaw, M11 1WP  
T: +44 (0) 161 232 6082  
E: info@companychameleon.com 
W: companychameleon.com 
 
Company Chameleon was nominated for Best Independent Company at the National Dance Awards 
2015 and in the same year was nominated for a Manchester Theatre Award. Based in Manchester, the 
company creates inspiring and original dance theatre productions, which tour across the UK and the 
world. 
 
Witness This  
A brave piece, Witness This turns the spotlight on mental health in a moving and emotional portrayal of 
how loved ones cope, when mental health problems take hold of someone close. Deeply personal, the 
piece tells the story of choreographer, Kevin Edward Turner, following his journey and struggle with 
Bipolar-disorder. Witness This is commissioned by Without Walls, Ageas Salisbury International Arts 
Festival and Brighton Festival. 
 
Running time: 30’   
Art forms: Dance  
Performing Area: 10 m x 10 m 
People on the road: 4 
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English  

Dulce Duca – Artist   
Barcelona, Spain  
Calle Santa Coloma 24, 08921 Barcelona 
T: +34 651752868 
E: dulceduca.dif@gmail.com  
W: dulceduca.com  
 
DULCE DUCA was created by Dulce Duca in 2010. It’s a Mixed Arts company, working mainly with Circus, 
Dance, Theatre, Plastic Arts, Music, Skateboarding and Graffiti. Their first show, Um Belo Dia, has both an 
outdoor (2011) and an indoor (2015) version. The company is currently working on their new production 
SWEET DRAMA. 
 
Um Belo Dia is a red pepper to which you add wings... and it transforms into a butterfly. The show seeks 
the purity that exists in each human being in an oneiric, symbolic and surrealistic way.  
It effortlessly blends physical theatre, circus and dance to create a beautiful piece – metaphorical, 
stunning and surreal. 
 
Running time: Outdoor version is 30’; indoor version is 60’ 
Art forms: Circus, Physical Theatre, Dance 
Performing Area: Outdoor: 7m x 7m x 4m (min. 5m x 5m x 4m); Indoor: 10 m x 10m x 8m (min. 7m x 7m x 5m 
People on the road: Outdoor version: 1; Indoor version: 3 
Written / Spoken Text: No text    

mailto:info@companychameleon.com


7 
 

Lee Griffiths – Executive Director  
Kingston, UK  
4 Clyde House, 93 Surbiton Road, KT1 2HW  
T: +44 (0)170 624 2945 
E: farfromthenorm@hotmail.co.uk  
W: farfromthenorm.com 
 
Far From The Norm are an experimental dance theatre company with strong foundations in hip hop 
theatre. Founding Far From The Norm in 2010, artistic director Botis Seva has seen his company’s work 
performed nationally and internationally as part of Breakin' Convention, Aerowaves, SiDance Festival and 
Austria's Hip Hop Goes Theatre.  
 
H.O.H 
Combining hip hop, physical theatre and contemporary dance, H.O.H throws subliminal social and 
political issues with sophisticated humour on a football pitch. H.O.H is an epitome of subtle detail that 
confronts bursts of energy, structured through snapshots of our 21st century life. This riotous adventure 
attacks political themes disrupting any sense of peaceful protest. Commissioned by Without Walls, 
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival and Norfolk & Norwich Festival.  
 
Running time: 22’    
Art forms: Dance   
Performing Area: 8 m x 8 m on a flat, hard standing surface 
People on the road: 5–7  
Written / Spoken Text: No text  

Fraser Hooper – Artist  
Wellington, New Zealand 
50A Worcester street, Wilton, 6012 
T: +64 22651 3018 
E: fraserhooper@gmail.com 
W: fraserhooper.com 
 
Award-winning clown Fraser Hooper has built a huge international following delighting audiences of all 
ages with his unique brand of contemporary clowning! 
 
Boxing starring Fraser Hooper 
Direct from Wellington, New Zealand, the world’s only former menswear manager turned street fighting 
clown Fraser Hooper will dare to challenge all comers in a three-round bout of pure comedy carnage.  
With a nod to the great silent clowns he uses mime, audience participation, slapstick and eccentric 
dance in hilarious shows that delight all ages wherever he plays.   
 
Running time: 45’   
Art forms: Comedy   
People on the road: 1 
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English  
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Rowan Fae – Artistic Director  
Bristol, UK  
49 Carlyle Rd, Greenbank, BS56HQ  
T: +44 (0) 7853836007 
E: contactrowan@gmail.com 
W: fulltiltaerial.com 
 
Full Tilt Aerial Theatre are a Bristol based aerial dance company specialised in creating large scale, site 
specific spectacular immersive performances. 
 
Substratum  
Substratum is a unique outdoor performance event combining acrobatic dance for vertical surfaces 
with projection mapped visuals to create an immersive, dynamic, multi-dimensional spectacle. 
Performers move between worlds walking, leaping and flying off the walls, while the surface of the 
building is transformed between element states: earth, water, space, light, and air.  
Substratum was created with support from Circus City and Arts Council England.  
 
Running time: 30’   
Art forms: Aerial theatre   
Performing Area: building that can be adapted to support rigging for the dancers with minimum height of 12.5 m  
People on the road: 12  
Written / Spoken Text: None  

Marina Arranz – General Manager  
London, UK  
Unit 6, The Energy Centre ‑ Bowling Green Walk, N16AL  
T: +41 78 872 9342 
E: marina@gandinijuggling.com 
W: gandinijuggling.com  
 
Formed in 1992 by world-renowned jugglers Sean Gandini and Kati Ylä-Hokkala, Gandini Juggling 
continues to be at the vanguard of contemporary circus, reinventing and reinvigorating juggling for the 
21st Century. 
 
Smashed  
9 jugglers, 80 apples, 4 crockery sets. A sensational mix of skills and theatricality inspired by the work of 
Pina Bausch. In Smashed, the manipulation of the forbidden fruit takes a sagacious look at the 2 strained 
relations between seven men and two women, kindly flaying tradition at juggling and contemporary 
circus. Smashed was originally commissioned for the Watch This Space Festival at the National Theatre in 
2010. Additional funding for this rework was received from the Arts Council England and La Brèche Centre 
for the Circus Arts.  
 
Running time: 30’   
Art forms: Juggling    
Performing Area: 10 m x 8 m with 4 m minimum height clearance 
People on the road: 9 
Written / Spoken Text: None  
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Laura McGill – Artistic Director and Artist 
Norwich, UK  
36 Grant Street, NR2 4HA  
T: +44 (0) 7751274386 
E: glasshousedance@outlook.com 
W: glasshousedance.co.uk 
 
Glass House Dance was set up by Sarah Lewis and Laura McGill to take the high art of contemporary 
dance into the heart of the community. They create essentially human, touching dance pieces with wide 
appeal for performance in public spaces.  
 
Time Machine Disco 
Glass House Dance invite you to join them on a clubbing journey through the ages. Calling all foot-
tappers, dad dancers, disco divas, jumping jivers, old school ravers & shake-your-money-makers. Join 
the party and step back in time.  Time Machine Disco is a participatory performance where audiences 
release their inner rebel, become the performers and take over their street.  
 
Running time: 1 h   
Art forms: Dance  
Performing Area: 6 m x 6 m  
People on the road: 3 
Written / Spoken Text: None   

Jacob Randell – Acrobat & Company Director 
Adelaide, AU  
24 Parker Street, Mile End, SA 5031, South Australia, Australia  
T: +61 430 803 337 
E: jacob@gomcircus.com.au 
W: gravityandothermyths.com.au 
 
Gravity & Other Myths (GOM) is an internationally renowned circus company pushing the boundaries of 
contemporary circus. Formed in Adelaide, GOM’s work utilises an honest approach to performance, to 
create shows with a focus on human connection and acrobatic virtuosity.  
 
A Simple Space  
Seven acrobats push their physical limits without reserve; this performance is simultaneously raw, frantic 
and delicate. Supported by driving live percussion and presented so intimately that you can feel the 
heat, hear every breath, and be immersed in every moment, A Simple Space evokes real responses in 
audiences, something visceral rather than cerebral.  
 
Running time: 60’ 
Art forms: Circus  
Performing Area: 4 m x 6.5 m on acrobatic tumbling mats  
People on the road: 8/9 
Written / Spoken Text: None   
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Bérangère Pajaud – Artistic Director 
Poitiers, FR  
25 rue du Général Sarrail - 86000  
T: +33 762882231  
E: contact@cie-lhommedebout.fr 
W: www.cie-lhommedebout.fr 
 
L'Homme Debout is a French company whose shows stem from a close collaboration with each local 
community. Deeply rooted in the territories where they are presented, their works wish to create human 
adventures and to provoke intense emotions, generating a space for the most delicate and improbable 
connections.  
Rise! She has travelled a long way, gathering the stories of women on her journey across the world. She is 
here to explore the city, learn about the dreams and struggles of the women – past and present – who 
have contributed to the story of Hull and to meet a younger version of herself. Inspired by the centenary 
of the Representation of the People Act, this large-scale processional performance celebrates and 
meets local and global stories of women and their continuing struggle for equality and human rights. 
This project is in partnership with Back to Ours and is supported by Back to Ours and Global Streets.  

Running time: 45-60’ 
Art forms: Large scale  
Performing Area: Processional  
People on the road: 18 
Written / Spoken Text: None 

Jo Ashbridge – Artist/Company Manager 
Hull, UK  
Flat 6, 7 Salisbury Street, HU5 3EU  
T: +44 (0) 773 6287666 
E: jo.ashbridge@gmail.com  
 
Choreographers Tamar Draper, twice winner of the Hull Dance Prize and Jo Ashbridge, winner of Dance 
Manchester’s Turn Prize began collaborating in 2017 and are interested in creating highly visual 
performance work as a duet as well as with members of the community.  
 
Unseen Beings  
Jo and Tamar are currently working on two versions of this piece – a duet, and a community version with 
20 diverse participants from around Hull. The duet was initially inspired by the Turner Prize exhibition - 
themes of invisibility, collective versus individual identity, place and community, and is a surreal, 
costume-based pop-up dance-theatre duet.  The community piece is a highly visual performance made 
up of contemporary dance, movement, and moments of humour, contact and tenderness. Supported by 
Arts Council England, Hull City Arts, Yorkshire Dance, HeadsUp Festival 
 
Running time: Community Piece: 20’ – Duet: 5’ x numerous  
Art forms: Dance 
Performing Area: Duet: extremely flexible/mobile - Community piece: large stage 
People on the road: 2  
Written / Spoken Text: None  
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Katie Keeler – Producer  
Exeter, UK  
Bathurst House, Smythen Street, EX11BN 
T: +44 (0) 7813713018 
E: katie@kaleider.com 
W: kaleider.com 
 
Kaleider is a studio based in Exeter U.K. They bring people together to make extraordinary live 
experiences, products and services. They play with live performance, installation, and digital, often in 
spaces that aren’t designated arts spaces. 
 
Pig  
From the makers of the international hit showgame The Money comes PIG. Pig is a large transparent pig. 
Inside it is a sign that reads: “This is a community fund, you can contribute to it if you like, and when you’ve 
agreed how to spend it you can spend it.” And that is it. #thepig. pigzine.com is an online magazine 
produced by young reporters who unscientifically document Pig, as it travels around the world. 
 

Running time: Durational  
Art forms: Installation  
Performing Area: 2,26 m long x 0,7 m wide, standing on a plinth to a total height of 1,56 m 
People on the road: 3 
Written / Spoken Text: Written English  

– MUSEUM OF THE MOON 

Cara Lockley - Project Coordinator  
Bristol, UK 
Unit 5.8, Paintworks, BS4 3EH  
T: +44 (0) 117 971 3419  
E: artwork@lukejerram.com  
W: lukejerram.com  
 
Luke Jerram’s multidisciplinary practice involves the creation of sculptures, installations and live arts 
projects. Living in the UK but working internationally for 19 years, Jerram has created many extraordinary 
art projects which have excited and inspired people around the globe.  
 
Museum of the Moon  
Measuring seven metres in diameter, touring artwork Museum of the Moon features 120dpi detailed NASA 
imagery of the lunar surface. The installation is a fusion of lunar imagery, moonlight and surround sound 
composition created by BAFTA and Ivor Novello award winning composer Dan Jones. Co-commissioned 
by Norfolk & Norwich Festival, At-Bristol, Bristol International Balloon Fiesta, Lakes Alive, Provincial Domain 
Dommelhof, Brighton Festival, Greenwich+Docklands International Festival and Without Walls. Created in 
partnership with the UK Space Agency, University of Bristol and The Association for Science and Discovery 
Centres.  
 
Running time: Durational    
Art forms: Installation  
Performing Area: Over 7 m diameter 
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English in the recorded soundtrack 
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Lindsey Alvis - Interim Executive Director  
T: +44 (0) 482 221857 
E: lindsey@middlechildtheatre.co.uk  
W: middlechildtheatre.co.uk 
 
Middle Child are a Hull-based company creating gig theatre that 
brings people together for a good night out with big ideas. They tell untold stories which capture the 
electrifying moment when the beat drops, mixing original live music with bold new writing.  
 
All We Ever Wanted Was Everything  
Meet Leah and Chris; raised on Harry Potter, New Labour and a belief that one day they would be as 
‘special’ as their parents promised. But what happens when those dreams don’t become reality? Set 
across three decades, from 1997’s Cool Britannia to 2007’s Broken Britain to today’s Brexit Britain, this is 
multi-award-winning gig theatre that mixes original live music from James Frewer with bold new writing 
by Luke Barnes. Supported by Arts Council England, Hull UK City of Culture, The Backstage Trust. 
 
Running time: 75’  
Art forms: Indoor theatre   
People on the road: 14  
Written / Spoken Text: Spoken English  

Lucy Dwyer - Marketing & PR Manager 
Leamington Spa, UK  
Motionhouse, Spencer Yard, Warwickshire CV31 3SY  
T: +44 (0) 1926 887 052 
E: lucy@motionhouse.co.uk 
W: motionhouse.co.uk / nofitstate.org 
 
BLOCK is a collaboration between NoFit State Circus and Motionhouse. NoFit State Circus is the UK’s 
leading contemporary circus company, creating poignant and poetic work using circus, live music, 
movement and innovative design. Motionhouse is an acclaimed touring dance company fusing athletic 
physicality, powerful narrative and digital imagery to produce shows that are exciting and enjoyable.  
 
BLOCK is about living in the city, twenty oversized blocks are deconstructed and reformed into an infinite 
variety of shapes for the performers to play on and explore. What happens when circus and dance 
collide – when they converge and blend into one another? Commissioned by Without Walls, Stockton 
International Riverside Festival, Norfolk & Norwich Festival and Out There International Festival of Circus & 
Street Arts. Co-production Archaos, Pôle National des Arts du Cirque Méditerranée and Le Citron Jaune, 
Centre National des Arts de la Rue. 
 
Running time: 40’  
Art forms: Circus / Acrobatic / Dance 
Performing Area: 8 m x 8 m x 8.5 m  
People on the road: 9 
Written / Spoken Text: No  

http://www.motionhouse.co.uk/
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Dan Fox – Artistic Director  
Ulverston, UK  
The Loft, 53 The Gill, Cumbria, LA12 7BL 
T: +44 (0) 7747 062505 
E: dan@danfox.net 
W: danfox.net 
 
Sound Intervention Ltd. works on diverse projects, often outdoors in public spaces. Dan Fox is a musician 
and imaginative engineer  working with a network of visual artists, makers, musicians and technicians. 
 
BoomBike  
Sound Intervention’s amazing Boombike sound system comprises two tricycles with a 1.5 Kw wirelessly 
linked sound system. Imagine being able to take the vibes anywhere 3 wheels will go! In Hull the 
BoomBike cycling DJ’s will bring the sounds of freedom to the streets by day. At night, the bikes transform 
into mobile cinemas with powerful digital projectors and creatures from the sea will emerge and be 
projected onto streets, buildings and vehicles.  
 
Running time: 30 – 45’  
Art forms: Walkabout / Sound  
Performing Area: Walkabout  
People on the road: 3  
Written / Spoken Text:  Some spoken English  

Catherine Johns – Company Manager  
Newcastle upon Tyne, UK  
Studio 4b, Carliol Studios, Carliol Square, NE1 6UF 
T: +44 (0) 07375 097342 
E: catherine@southpawdancecompany.co.uk 
W: www.southpawdancecompany.co.uk 
 
Since 2013, Southpaw Dance Company has created powerful, joyous performances, from small scale solo 
work to large scale outdoor spectaculars, combining absolute artistic integrity with engaging narratives 
which inspire and excite audiences.  
 
Carousel  
Carousel features a fully functioning merry-go-round, which provides the centrepiece for an edgy story 
of the enigmatic characters who inhabit the fairground. As the fair shuts down for the night, its public 
face gives way to the exhilarating private celebrations and personal tragedies of an intensely close-knit 
group of people. Originally commissioned by Without Walls, co-commissioned by Stockton International 
Riverside Festival, So Festival, and Appetite Festival, Carousel was restaged with support from Arts Council 
England. 
 
Running time: 40’   
Art forms: Dance 
Performing Area: 30 m x 40 m  
People on the road: 8/9  
Written / Spoken Text: No  
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Charlotte Mackie - Producer (Outdoor & Community Productions) 
Farnham, UK  
Farnham Maltings, Bridge Square, GU9 7QR  
T: +44 (0) 1252 745443 
E: admin@stopgapdance.com 
W: stopgapdance.com 
 
Stopgap Dance Company creates exhilarating dance productions employing disabled and non-
disabled artists who find innovative ways to collaborate. They create their work for the widest possible 
audience to shift perceptions about difference and inspire everyone to achieve their potential. 
 
Bill & Bobby  
After a night on the town, two revellers awake to find themselves in a bath… Convinced that the party is 
not over, the two friends play a tipsy tribute to the dancing partnerships of the silver screen. Bill & Bobby 
celebrates a golden time of good old-fashioned entertainment, when dancing together and 'happily 
ever after' went hand in hand. 
 
Running time: 18’   
Art forms: Dance 
Performing Area: 6 m x 6 m 
People on the road: 4   
Written / Spoken Text: None  

Vanessa Grasse  
Leeds, UK 
95 Mexborough Place, LS73EB 
T: +44 (0) 7925 648029 
E: vanessagrasse@yahoo.com 
W: vanessagrasse.wordpress.com 

Vanessa Grasse explores the crossover between choreography, walking-art and installation through 
site-specific, improvisation, participatory and cross-disciplinary practice. Her work focuses on ecology, 
participation, inclusion, offering embodied experiences to a wide range of audiences and transforming 
public spaces.  
 
MESH  
In response to a divisive global political climate, MESH explores how a participatory choreography can 
bring people together. A cast of 10 professional dancers and a group of local residents weave through 
streets and public spaces creating co-operative, self-organising and moving sculptural formations, 
responding to sites and people. As they move, they invite audiences and passers-by to join in the making 
of public rituals of togetherness. MESH is supported by Yorkshire Dance and Arts Council England.  
 
Running time: 60’ - 120’   
Art forms: Dance 
Performing Area: 6 m x 6 m 
People on the road: 10/11 
Written / Spoken Text: None  
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